October 20,1950

¥rs Fattie J. Farthing,
KFD
Brooklet, Ga,.

Dear Aunt Mat:

The last time I wrote you I promised that I would
try to write oftener. It's not that I do not think about you, dbut
my affliction, heart trouble, sort of puts me out of the running.
"I have to take 1t easy and I may or may not be able to do the
things I want to do. I definitely know the doctor is right when
he specially cautioned me not to hurry or worry or take on anything
if I have any dcubts about being able to go through with it. “hen
I objed%?that admonition, I get along very well. Sometimes I fedl
e¢bout as well asever but that feeling dodés not last long, ss &
rule, ' ,

30 much for my complaints but I said that to let
you know the real reason behind my procrastinatione.

‘I think about you often and hope you are all right
and happy. 1 pass on to mama whet the doctor told me - not to hurry
or worry- 80 1 am going to repesat it here to you, even though I
am much your Junior (I will be 60 this coring December 15, and I
can hardly believe it, as the time, for the past eight years seems
but that’ many months.s

Olive, my wife, and I rode down on the bus, recently,
to see mamm and sister and folks. 3ister said she wanted to go down
to see you and was planning to do so soon, but I had a letter from
her this weekk. She stated that she had just come back frm Alabama,
for two weeks there, visiting her daughter, Arphelia, and grand-
daughter. THe child, it was found, had somekind of a growth on a
lung and they had to take her to New Urleans for a special opera-
tion. The doctors says the child is recuperating nicely and 41l
be all right nowe.

Mama lives with sister. “hile away in Alabama, mama
g tayed with Gartrell in Brewtone. ;

Aunt Mat mama is weak, and getting weaker. The doctors
tell us they have done all they can for her. :She is Just living on
stored up vitality. She is happy, however, and takes it easy for
one who has been as active as she has over @& long life time.

' I hope others in your family‘'are all right. I wish
I could se¢ and be with them more, especially Willie. Looks like
the course of events has so shaped things they, as I grow older,

I get further and further away from my immediate family. ¥illie is
older than I am, so I guess he considers himself an old man.

we need some rain up here, but thaﬁ gstorm in Florida
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aid bring us more than 24 hours of a steady shower. It slacked up
this morning dbut started back again late this afternoon. Looks like

&nother storm is to hit Florida tonight, probably the cause of this
rain this afternoons.

I don't want to put you to any extra trouble or worry,
but for & long, long time, and before all of the older members died,
I hive wanted to get up some kind of iecords about our family. Papa
gave me a lot and I wrote much of it down, but, for some reason,I
can't locate it. I postponed typing it and binding it in some form.

I assume you have a lot of it or will remember it. He
used to tell me a lot about the older members of the family. 3Some
of it, I remember; but my meory since I had my stroke back in the
arwy in 1944, is bad. It hurts me Jjust abaout as bad to conecentrate
for sny length of time as it does to do menual labor. I just can't
de but one thing now, at a time. The only way or best way I know
to get as much informstionas possible from you, is to put ir down
in the form of written questions and space for your answer, if vou know
them,

Now, don't you try to write but I suggest that you get
one of the daughters or grandchildren to do the writinge.

I am enclosing several sheets that will help you to
get the points I want to put in a record. I plan to take this and
what I have and get else where and sort of make the best family re-
cord I can and bind it, making several copies. I want a copy for
myself, on: for you, one for sister, and one to file with the 3tate
Depart of Archives and History (&t Rhodfes Vemorial Hall, Peachtree
Street, Atlanta, where they will always have & copy for any one b
refer to, if they want it.

Before sa&ying more about the questions, I want to repeat
some of the things Pupa told me. Grandpa Alford (his grandfather) had
@ family Bible and this went into the posaession of the daughter who
married @ man named Avery. I have tried to locate some his family, but
without successe. If GrandPa Alford (your father had a Bible and I
reckon he did) I assume Uncle Ben had it, though I talked with Uncle
Ben many times about the family and he never menticned it.

Papa gave me a list of all his brothers and sisters,
including those who died in infancey. Alsc @ list his uncles and
suntse This is the written papa I lost or misplaced.

Also he gave me a 1list of his grand fathersds family-
Uncle Jack, Uncle Green (whomfd I saw often when I was & very small
buy, when he used to come and stay with us for swhlke) and others
I just can't be sure about. Vie had a large connec'ion, matarnal
snd paternal, also. I @am not sure about how it came in but he used
to teil me about some one in these familées, among others: Bryant,
Gunn, Knight, I believe some Puschall, Maybe, %atkins, for one of my
¢Tuliest recollections is that vie went to & Lr Wtakins, at least
twice, once for a barnecue in the summer &«nd I remember eating there
on & turn table doining room tables. You'll probably be able to
reca:l and give me this information.
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-1 never directly asked pupa, but I was under the impression
that/the old family homestead, where you a d he were reaured, was
in,ﬁo'gan County, near or on the line of Putnam. Yoday, I was over
in Atlanta and went out to Bhe 3tate Dept of Archives of History,
todz eck on some of thé points I am looking up. A ¥rs Kirby Smith
Anderson of Madson, a Baughter of the American Revolution and Dau-
gg&er of the Confederacy, prepnred and filed & list of the Korgan
County merriages filed in the Ordinary's Office, from 1808, the
year the county was created to, 1908. Froir this, I assume the old home
stead or geat of the family was in Futnam, because I found scarcely
any names of Alford or who might be interested in the fomily. I
copies off those I thought migh!' be connected and am enclosing
it for your infomation, to look over and tell me about.

. There were no other Yorgan county records on file in this
Depts I had thought about rumning down to ¥adison some day waen I
feel like snd looking through the courthouse records but now it lcoks
like Putnam County is where 108t of the family records would be kept-
land deeds, wills, marriages, etce. Your answers to my guestions, on
the enclosed sheets, will bring this out.

Cne reason I thought Norgan County was the seat of the family
was that grandpe smd papa too used to tell me about hauling cotton
to Kadison. They also knew all of the merchants and husiness men of
that day, in faet, it seemed that papa knew perscnally or by reputation
about every family I come to know in Yorga&n County when I grew upe.

Uncle Jack's family once were prominent in Putnam County af-
fairs and as I remember now papa told me he lived in Putnam.

In gonnection with my search, a few years 2go, I had detter
from Claude Alford, vwho was then & Kural lail carrier from Buckhead.
Le wrote two or three nice, news letters, and among other things
I recall he said a lot about Harmony Grove Church. For some reason,

I just stoped writing or he stopped writing and I have lost track of
him. M¥May write him again nowe. Who was he? Papa told me who his father
was but it has escaped my memorye.

Back in my early days, while licing in or near Buckhead, I
saw and knew Emmett L. Alford, @ merchant there; he later moved to
¥adison and acquired some prominece as @ merchant. ¥Yho is he? Papa
told me he was s cousin but that is all T recall. T believe I did
s3ee the father of Emmett, who once visted in Buckhead when I was
Jjust a child.

About 20 years ago, I had some correspondence with ' Cade
Alford of Hartwell. He was a brother of A.N. Alford of that place,
and the man who bullt Alford's bridge across the 3avannah River
near Hartwlle. Cade Alford, then an old man, died shortly thereafter.
He had & list he claimed traced the family back to William or Benja-
min Alford of London, Englsnd, our common ancestor who came to America,
Cade Alford's ancestor was born and reared in Wake County, NC. Ithaes
always been my understanding that our common ancestor also came from
that county in N.C.

Mrs U S Gunn, (formerly Clive Alford, daughter of Joi'n Al-
ford of Rutledge &nd killed by lighting) told me our common ancestor
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in Georgia was James Alford of Hancock County. She once showdd me a
copy of his will, copies from Hancoek County records, and in this
he, of course,listed his family snd disposed of several farmsand
other property.

I have not seen her record connecting our family to Fames
Alford as a common ancestor. I shall try to do so but would like to
do so independéntly of her record.

If { can do so, I would like to Just for my satisfaction. If
he is not oury common ancestor, then I will seek another routs, to
connect up with the Wake County, Nele family, if that is our source.

Yy grandfather, your father was named William; what was the
name of his father (your grandfather)? I believe papa told me it was
@lso William. Did he have any initisls, to distinguish him from your
father on the records?

James Alford's descendants branched out and see to have left
Hancock, aa I see it. I find there are some Alford's in the Greems
County recorda. I think that is the birthplace of the fZmmett Alfprd
é have mentioned. I-was told he married a ¥iss Boswell of Greene

ounty. :

There jar¢ several Alfords here in Decatur. Cne, named Ben,
is & barber and was born in Wake County, N.C. He has a brother,
back there, but neither seems to know must about their ancestry.
There is znother family of Alfords here in Decatur and Deklad Co.
but their father was here all of his life, born here, I think,
and I ean see-no trece of them to Yorgan or Yutnam Co.

. Cver at Lsvwdrenceville, in Gwinnett Co. there is another family.
Undexr the name of Alford Brothers, they operate & chain of stores in
this section, one being near Decatur at 3cottdale. I have never met
any oj,f this familye.

f There is & Mrs Williums here in Atlanta, vhose maiden name was
Clive Alford and I have talked with her several times. 3he originated
down about Griffin or Thomaston. That late Comptroller General of
Georgiz, General Wright, married her father's sistexr, she told me

/  And back a few years ago I had a letter or two from A Mr Al-
ford of 3ylvester, in Worth County. e was the son of an old settler
doyn there, Columbus Alford. This man died a few years mgo and it seems
his children scattered and left that section.

I have also met here in Atlanta & Miss Virginia Alford, whose
home was in Fort Valley, Ga. 3he recently married. %e are no relation,
&s near a3 I could iscover, probably because we could not trace our

.encestery back more than a couple of generations,

There are other Alford familiss about over the State. fin fact,
Auvnt dat, in my travels in the army about over the United States,
I nuve seen or heard of those with this name. Their grandfather was
.bout @s far back a3 they could go, like myslef.

R
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That's on the paternal side of our family relations. I know noth-
ing about my maternal relations. %hen & girl marries, she takes another
family name, and so far as the records go, she is lost or absorbed
in @nother family, in effect. Yet, it is the women who usually kept
track of the family records and comnections.

Grandma's maiden name was 3Susan Gunn, I was told. You kow some-
thing about her side of the family sna will sppreciate it if you can
give me enough to get my bearings, so to speak.

Une of my enclosed questiomnaires deal with the nateral side
of the family and, I think, will help you to hel: me. Grandma had
@ gister, named Aunt Betsy. I saw and knew her. That's all I know
about grandma's family.

kayve, these things may not he of concern to us but I have
some pride in my family. I want to pass on something about my ancestry
to my son and his children. Naybe you feel the sames way and you may
glready have & lot of family data in your possession.

Yo aoubt, one of your grand children will help you by writing
down what you dictate for these questions.

I am:sending along & carbon copy sheet and & shet of cabon
paper to use when the original is make, so they you can keep & copy
of what -you dictate. (

. After I get this data together, I then want to atart lists
tc cowpli: the same data about your children and other the other
children gnd grandchildren of your brothers and sisters and those
of mama's family.

, If we had access to old family Eibles, it would be eay.

Rut these o0ld Bibles, in most cases, are gone, due tc wear and
tear of time, unless some one, sonmetime, copied down the marrisge,
birth and deaths entries carried on them.

v In recent years, our vital statistic laws and records makes
it posseible for & person's record to made on permanent, official
public records, for all timee. But we ought, as fur as pcssible,
make some =ttempt to preserve some record about our ancestry.

Cn each of the slips, I think you will find enough at the
top of each to enable an understanding of what I am driving at,
for this family record. If you don't know the anser, just say "Dont
know" or other appropriste comment. At the end of esch of I have
added lines for comment, if you can elaborate & bit or add something
that would give us a better picture.

I am enclosing an addressed envelope and postags for the re-
trun of your snswersd. If I felt like travelling I would run downto
see you and family. Look these over and think about them, for I know
1 ar asking for a lot of information, some of which you will, no doubt,
be unabke tc iive me. Do you besti that's «ll I can &gk,

And I hope this finds you well and happy. Also best wishes

to 511 of the family.
Love, Guy Alford




Cet 20,1950

A&nt Nat:

Below are the marriages copiles from a compilation of
Morgan County Marriages, 1808 to 1908, by ¥rs Kirby Smith Ander-
son, & Madison member of the DAR and the Daughters of the Var of
1812, for the records of these two orgaenizations, on file in the
State Department of Archives and History, Atlanta.

Copied those that might, in my opinion, be connected with
some of our relations. T.ook them over. I will have to Go to Putman,
Greene, Hancock, among others, to get more of our records, I suppose.
¥ay do it if and when I feel like taking trips there for this pur-
poses

Jesse Gun to Eleanor Howell, 1799. (Notel After Elsanor
Howell's name, I saw
Md, in parenthesis, in-
dicating, I assume that
the mérrisge must have
occured in the Stateof
Maryland. Also, in pzren-
thesis I note she had
these words: "Buckhead
Ceretery", meaning,probaly,
she was burfied in Suckhead.

A E Xorris to Lattie Alford Feb 13,1889
Sapmuel Simmons to Catharine Alforxrd Dec 14,1824

Enoch Spinks to Susan Rxm Gunn Jan 4, 1838
Bynum '
HAaRFUMERXALford to Suckey Harvey Yar 11, 1813

Bynum Alford to Nancy Thompson Apr 23,1813 (I belicve I made
2 mistake ip ceopy-
inge It gsholtld be
1914 instead of
1913, for Iremem-
ber now wondering
why Bynum, if the
same man, rmarried
twice in about one
year.)

Erasmus Alford to Catherine Campbell ¥ar 11,1830
Sappy Alford éo Eliza Ellison Yay 19, 1825

John Alford to Virginis F Monlieth Jan 5,1867
Robert C Alford to Elizabeth Butler Jan 12,1874
H L Alford to Nannie Kendrickd June 7,1388

Wesley Alford to Ella 3mith Nov 20,1890



