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In the 1900 US Federal Census for the County of Sevier, in Arkansas, the family of
James W. Johnson was enumerated. The family consisted of James, as the head of household,
his wife, Dempsey, his son, Charles, his son, Murray, and his daughter, Lois.

The boys, Charles and Murray, were the sons of James Johnson by his first wife, Sarah
Jane Anderson (Johnson), who died in November of 1898. Lois was the daughter of Dempsey,
who was Johnson’s second wife.

Missing from this 1900 enumeration was the daughter of James and Sarah Jane, who was
born in November of 1898. Her name was Elsie Jane Johnson; she was called Jane.

From a dated photograph, we know that Elsie Jane was with her family in Sevier County,
Arkansas in the latter part of 1900,  but not on 1 Jun 1900, when the census was enumerated.1

Where was Baby Jane Johnson in 1900 and why wasn’t she with her family?

To locate Baby Jane in 1900, we must look back to 1885, when James married his first
wife, Sarah Jane Anderson, which took place in the home of Sarah Jane’s brother on 10 Sep
1885 in Pemiscot County, Missouri.2

Later the couple settled in Sevier County, Arkansas near the Oklahoma border in a
village called Ultima Thule.
 

Ultima Thule (Latin words, meaning “The Last Line,”) was in Arkansas, about one
hundred fifty yards from the boundary with the Choctaw nation. Ultima Thule boasted a
postoffice, a blacksmith shop, a general store and a gin.3

On 18 Jun 1892, their first son, Charles Parker Johnson, was born there,  and on 13 May4

1895, Murray  California Johnson, a second son, was born to James and Sarah.5

Then on 30 Nov 1896, a daughter, Ida P. Johnson, was born to this family. However, she
died as an infant on 6 Jan 1897.6

Sarah Jane would bare one other child, a daughter, whom they named Elsie Jane
Johnson. She was born on 10 Nov 1898.  Sarah died on this date from complications7

surrounding Elsie Jane’s birth, and was buried near her daughter, Ida, at the Walnut Grove
Cemetery.8

Soon after, on 2 Mar 1899, James married Dempsey Tennessee Clark, a Louisiana-born
daughter of a neighbor, Henry Dempsey Clark.  On 1 Mar 1900, James’ and Dempsey’s first9

child, a daughter, was born in DeQueen, AR. Her name was Lois Dempsey Johnson.10



This accounting of James, Dempsey, Charles, Murray, and Lois reflects the 1900 US
Federal Census enumeration of this family sans Elsie Jane Johnson.  If Elsie Jane was not with11

her family, where was she?

James William Johnson, Elsie Jane’s father, was born Patrick Alford in Illinois on 20 Jul
1860.  He later changed his name to the one listed on almost all other census records, and/or12

papers as James William Johnson.

James, aka Patrick Alford, had a younger sister, whose name was Rachel Rebecca
Alford.  Rachel married Leo McFadin in Dallas, Texas on 29 Sep 1879.  Rachel and Leo, who13 14

lived in the Watson Community of Tarrant County, Texas, had four children. The third child, a
son, was born on 19 Mar 1898. His name was Harry Gordon McFadin.15

Several interviews with grandchildren of James William Johnson revealed that,
immediately after the death of Sarah Jane Johnson, Elsie Jane was taken to Texas by
James’ sister.

Elsie Jane’s location was confirmed with the 1900 US Federal Census for Tarrant
County, Texas. She was living with her aunt, Rachel Rebecca Alford (McFadin),
her uncle Leonidus Hall McFadin, her first cousins, Oscar and Harry McFadin. Enumeration
details match Elsie Jane’s information, including her birth: November 1898, her birth location:
Arkansas; her father’s birth location: Illinois; and her relationship to Leo McFadin as his niece.16

This relationship to Leo McFadin was through her blood Aunt, Rachel Rebecca Alford
(McFadin).

Elsie Jane lived in Texas with her father’s sister so that, according to an interview with
Rachel Rebecca’s granddaughter, Rachel could nurse her. Harry Gordon, like Elsie Jane was
born in 1898, so Rachel nursed both children. Margaret McFadin, Rachel’s granddaughter,
said that in later years, “Elsie Jane and Harry Gordon teased one another about sharing Rachel’s
teats.”17

With these dates, we know that Elsie lived in Texas from the time of her birth in
November 1898 until around Christmas of 1900 when a family photograph was taken which
included Elsie Jane.
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