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Beauvoir, A Mississippi Historic Landmark and a National
Histor;c Landinark is dedicated to preserving:f’ﬁ and
mterpretmg the legacy Amerlcan Statesman and
Confederate Premdent ;Jefferson Davxs and the COnfederate
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Beauvoir was built by wealthy Mississippi planter-entrepreneur James Broxm In 1848 Brown purchased land frontmg the M1551551pp1 Sound and
began construction of a single-story Louisiana raised cottage. The house, completed in 1852, was the center of a complex which included two
pavilions, a kltchen a carpenter’s shop, a carpenter’s residence, a foreman’s house, a maid’s quarters, a chicken coop, a barn, a carriage house, and a
harness shop.

Beauvoir was located between the village of Biloxi, five miles to the east, land Handsboro, four-and-one-half-miles to the northwest. The Brown
estate could be reached by steamboat from both Mobile and New Orleans. The estate both gained and lost acreage through additional purchases and
title disputes. The Browns continued to live at Beauvoir until they fled inland for safety with the outbreak of the War Between the States. Financial
problems following the death of James Brown (1866) forced the sale of the property by court auction in 1873. Frank Johnson, the new owner, kept
the estate less than two months before selling it to Sarah Ann Ellis Dorsey, a classmate of Varina’s from their school days in Natchez and a great
admirer of Jefferson Davis. Dorsey named her new home Beauvoir, (French for “beautiful view”) because of the vista it afforded of the Mississippi Margare tDavis

Sound. She also improved access to the site by arranging for the establishment of Beauvoir Station on the New Orleans and Mobile Railway, which (on her wedding day to
had begun operation through the property in 1870. Addison Hayes)

Winnie Davis

Jefferson
i Davis at
Beauvoir

THE DAVIS YEARS
Jefferson Davis, former president of the Confederacy, visited Beauvoir in 1875 and again in 1876. Impressed by |!
its natural beauty and serenity, the aging leader accepted Sarah Dorsey’s invitation to write his memoirs at the
estate. Davis moved into the Library Cottage in February 1877. In addition to his literary pursults Davis also
took great interest in the raising of citrus and grapes on the property.

Varina Davis joined her husband at Beauvoir in 1878, following her return from Europe and after a visit with
elder daughter Margaret in Memphis. The next year the couple purchased the estate, including some furnishings.
Jefferson Davis’ memoirs were published in 1881 titled, 7he Rise and Fall of the Confederate Government. In
that same year the Davis’ younger daughter, Winnie, joined them at Beauvoir. In 1889 Jefferson Davis traveled
upriver to his plantation Briarfield near Vicksburg. On the return trip he contracted bronchitis and died in New
Orleans on December 6. The following year Varina published a biography of her famous husband titled 7he
Memorial Volume of Jefferson Davis. Unable to properly maintain the Beauvoir estate with their meager
income, Varina and Winnie placed the property in the hands of a caretaker and moved to New York City where
they accepted positions as writers for noted newspaper editor Joseph Pulitzer. |

Above: Jefferson & Varina Davis,
daughter Margaret, grandchildren, and
servant at Beauvoir, ¢. 1885

Varina Davis

Right (Top): Frank Childress, (left) and Nathan Best, residents of the
Soldiers' Home circa 1933.

THE JEFFERSON DAVIS SOLDIERS’ HOME

Despite lucrative offers from hotel promoters to purchase the estate, Beauvoir remained
in the hands of the Davis family until 1903, when Varina sold it for the giveaway price
of $10,000 to the Mississippi Division, United Sons of Confederate Veterans. The sale
was arranged by family friend Mary Hunter Southworth Kimbrough, who, for a decade,
had championed the cause of preserving Beauvoir. The terms of the sale required the
USCYV to maintain the site as a memorial to Jefferson Davis and the Confederacy and
required it be used as a home for Confederate veterans, their wives, widows, servants,
and orphans.

Right (Bottom): Women tourists and two old soldiers with Soldiers' Home
mule in front of the Library Cottage circa mid 1930s.
Below: Residents of the Confederate Soldier's Home, circa 1926.

The Jefferson Davis Soldiers’ Home opened at Beauvoir on December 2, 1903.
| Initially a private effort, primary responsibility for the soldiers’ home operation soon
passed to the State of Mississippi. The rapidly increasing population filled the original
buildings to capacity, ultimately necessitating the construction of a dozen dormitories,
two hospitals, a dining hall, an assembly hall, a chapel, and several support buildings.

The Soldiers” Home had a maximum capacity of 288 residents. During its 54-year
existence, the facility cared for approximately 1,800 individuals. Almost half of those
residents are buried in the Jefferson Davis Soldiers’ Home Cemetery on the property. In
1940, with the number of residents dwindling rapidly, the soldiers’ home operation was
reduced in size and concentrated in the southeastern portion of the property. State
support for the care facility was withdrawn in 1956, and the home closed the following
year.
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Jefferson Davis Facts

June 3, 1808, Jefferson Finis Davis, the tenth of ten children of Samuel Emory Davis and
Jane Cook Davis was born in Christian County, Kentucky, being named after his
father’s hero, Thomas Jefferson.

1812 the Davis family moved to their final home, Rosemont Plantation near Woodville,
Wilkinson County, Mississippi Territory.

1815 Samuel Davis sent his son to St. Thomas Aquinas School in Kentucky.

1818 Jefferson Davis entered Jefferson College at Washington, Mississippi.

October 21, 1821, he entered Transylvania College in Lexington, Kentucky.

July 4, 1824, his father died, and his older brother, Joseph, became a strong figure in his
life.

September 24, 1824, the 16-year-old Davis entered the US Military Academy at West
Point, New York, as a cadet.

July 1, 1828, Davis graduated 23rd in a class of 33 and was appointed as brevet second
lieutenant in the US Infantry and assigned to Fort Crawford, Wisconsin.

1832 Davis served in the Black Hawk War, and so did Abraham Lincoln.

March 1835, Jefferson, having fallen in love with Sarah Knox Taylor (his commanding

officer’s daughter), faced a dilemma. Zachary Taylor did not wish his daughter to be an |

army wife. Jefferson took a furlough to talk to his brother, Joseph, at Davis Bend on the
Mississippi River south of Vicksburg. Joseph advised him to resign from the army,
marry Knox (as Jefferson called her), and become a cotton planter. Jefferson followed
his brother’s advice.

June 17, 1835, Jefferson Davis and Sarah Knox Taylor were married.

July 1835 Joseph divided his 4,000 acre plantation at Davis Bend in half. He retained the
southern half as Hurricane Plantation, while Jefferson and Knox took the northern half
as Brierfield Plantation.

August 1835 both Jefferson and Knox were stricken with malaria. In hopes of escaping
the worst effects of the disease, the couple journeyed to Jefferson’s sister’s plantation
(Locust Grove) near St. Francisville, Louisiana.

September 15, 1835, Knox died only three months after her wedding and was buried in
Locust Grove Cemetery.

Late 1835 Davis, heartbroken, withdrew from public life and spent most of the
following decade as a planter at Brierfield.

February 26, 1845, Jefferson Davis, in a match engineered by his brother Joseph, married
Varina Banks Howell at The Briars in Natchez.

November 4, 1845, he was elected to the US House of Representatives.

June 1846 he resigned his seat to lead troops in the Mexican War.

February 22, 1847, as colonel of the Mississippi Rifles, Davis heroically led his men in
the Battle of Buena Vista and was shot in the foot.

July 12, 1847, Davis mustered out of the US Army.

August 10, 1847, Davis was appointed to the US Senate to fill the unexpired term of a
deceased Mississippi Senator.

February 1850, Davis was elected to a full six year term as a US Senator.

March 7, 1853, Davis took the oath of office as Secretary of War under newly elected
President Franklin Pierce.

May 1856, Davis engineered the importation of 33 camels for use by the US Army in
the desert Southwest.

March 4, 1857, Davis, having been elected again to the US Senate, tendered his
resignation as Secretary of War.

November 6, 1860, Abraham Lincoln was elected US President.
December 20, 1860, South Carolina became the first Southern state to secede.

January 9, 1861, Mississippi became the second state to secede from the Union. Davis,
who opposed secession in practice but supported it in principle, resigned from the US
Senate and returned home to support his state.

February 18, 1861, Jefferson Davis was sworn in as President of the Confederate States
of America in the Confederate capital city of Montgomery, Alabama.

April 12, 1861, the War Between the States began when Confederate forces fired on US
Army occupied Fort Sumter located in the harbor of Charleston, South Carolina.

May 8, 1861, Richmond was named capital of the Confederacy due to Virginia’s
demands for this honor. The Davis family moved to Richmond 21 days later.

April 3, 1865, the Davis family evacuated the Confederate capital as Union forces
approached Richmond.

April 9, 1865, Confederate General Robert E. Lee surrendered his Army of Northern
Virginia to Union General U. S. Grant at Appomattox County Courthouse, Virginia.

May 10, 1865, Jefferson Davis, Varina, and three of their children were captured by
Union forces near Irwinville, Georgia.

May 19, 1865, Davis was incarcerated at Fort Monroe, Virginia. He spent two years in
prison on charges of treason. Despite his demands for a trial, he was never tried.

May 1867, he was released on bail funded by notable northerners, including Horace
Greely and Cornelius Vanderbilt.

December 25, 1868, the US government dropped all charges of treason against Davis
fearing that secession might be declared Constitutional in a trial.

January 1, 1876, Davis’ daughter, Margaret, married Memphis banker Joel Addison
Hayes. (Since Margaret was the only one of Davis’ six children to marry, she and her
husband gave their children the name “Davis-Hayes.” The name was later termed
“Hayes-Davis” in order to preserve the Davis surname.)

February 1877 Davis visited Sarah Ellis Dorsey at her home, Beauvoir, on the
Mississippi Gulf Coast and rented a small cottage on the grounds of Beauvoir. Varina
joined him there later to aid him in writing his memoirs.

February 19, 1879, Davis purchased the Beauvoir property from Sarah Dorsey for
$5,500, and Dorsey moved to New Orleans.

1881 Davis, with Varina’s help, completed his two-volume Rise and Fall of the
Confederate Government.

December 9, 1889, Jefferson Davis died in New Orleans, Louisiana, and was buried in
Metairie Cemetery.

May 31, 1893, his body was reinterred in Richmond’s Hollywood Cemetery in what
then became the Davis Family Plot.

October 17, 1978, Davis’ citizenship was restored by an Act of Congress signed by
President Jimmy Carter and deemed retroactive to December 25, 1868 —the date he
had been denied a treason trial.




