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showing how to find all the information it offers. Many were surprised at just how much information was
on the site. John explained it was a house with many rooms and you are going from room to room for
information. The website may be intimidating to some folks at first, but can be a friendly place after a
few visits. John Smith’s concern is that many AAFA members don’t even go there. John will be
available to answer questions about Internet navigation through out the rest of the meeting. If anyone you
know needs help, they may contact him at janiceandjohnsmith@verizon.net.

John’s second presentation was the DNA Alford Project report. Our group now has 67 who have been
DNA tested. DNA connects many of the lines not previously connected by paper. This provides
researchers with many new directions in which to point their searches in order to find the paper trail that
will connect these lines.

It also stresses the importancé of having as many markers tested as one can afford. You may upgrade
your tests to the next marker level (for a fee of course). They can use the same swab for the additional
testing as was first submitted.

There may not be just one answer but a combination of several, i.e. a renewed effort at finding a
traditional genealogical paper trail for those in Alford Lineage I.

Something to think about! Some lines have gotten together and have pooled money to have a family
member DNA tested. Also, Family Tree DNA has sales from time to time with significant savings on
upgrades as well as first time testing. Max Alford is the AAFA chair of this project and can be contacted
at mralford@swbell.net for information on how to get started. This does not hurt; it is only a cheek swab,
no finger prick.

To answer some of the questions you might have on DNA testing, here is some information from Max
Alford, DNA Project™Chair: :

I am not sure what the federal or state laws say about the sharing of DNA information. Family Tree DNA
does seem to go to great lengths to see that your information is protected. They only test the DNA that
contains your genealogy information. When results are posted, only your kit number, your GAP (Group
Administration Page) number, and your ultimate ancestor (if one is provided) or your surname are
displayed with the results. The Surname Group project administrator who happens to be Max Alford for
the Alford Surname Group assigns the GAP Number. As project administrator, Max assigns the GAP
project numbers and he is able to log in and see your profile. Other than Max (and a co-project
administrator if he is ever lucky enough to have one), no one can log in and view any of your profile
information.

In order to have Family Tree DNA search and identify matches to your DNA and notify those matches of
the match, you are required to sign a release from which consists of the following: -

“I give pefmission to Family Tree DNA (FTDNA) to make my information available to a genetic match.

This will be done according to guidelines set forth in the section entitled "Legal” on the
http://www.familytreedna.com/privacy-policy.aspx web page that I have read and understand.
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The genealogy workshop was held on Sunday morning with books and documents available for research
purposes. There was also individual help on the computer dealing with genealogical research. Some just

stopped to say their good-byes.

Those in attendance were as follows:

ASN FNAME LNAME CITY ST FAMILY
0120 Sally & Dick Stoewer Baton Rouge LA  JOHS07LA/JAM687VA
0152 Janice & John Smith Plano TX  BAL784NC/ISH755NC
0197 Robert & Gail Alford Houston TX  CLA89 GA/'NIGA
0257 Richard & Ruby Alford Alvarado TX  BAI781NC/JAM687VA
0303 Doris O. A. Vetri Mt. Laurel NJ  JOHSOINC/!!IINC
0425 Nolan David & Mary Alford Mt. Hermon LA  JOHS807LA/JAM687VA
0439 Earl & Pauline Alford Summit MS  WIL8S804GA/JAM687VA
0481 EvelynZ. Mistich Belle Chasse LA  SEA807LA/JAM687VA
0484 LynnD. Shelley Springfield MO  ann790ga/ISH755NC
0537 VestaG. Bowden Houston TX  JOH807LA/JAMG687VA
0606 Catherine & Bruce Ellard Natchez MS  WIL804GA/JAM687VA
0666 Peggy & Walter Schuster Richardson TX  JOH8OINC/!M!IIINC
0686 Beverly Alford Forestville MD  GEOS850SC/!1!IAASC
0715 Ramona Alford Darden Houston TX  WIL774VA/SAL716VA
0768 Norma Earle A. Idom Lenoir City TN  BRI78INC/ISH755NC
0904 Helen & Bob Steele Lakewood CO JOS816LA/JAM687VA
1054 Geraldine S. Alford Mt. Hermon LA  JOHS07LA/JAM687VA
1138 Deloris & Jim Bitting Baton Rouge LA  EDW792NC/JAM687VA
1142 Joana ) Breeland Tylertown MS JOHS807LA/JAM687VA
1247 Walt Smith Dallas TX  BAL784NC/ISH755NC
1248 Ronnie, Melanie .

& Ryan Smith Denham Springs LA  BAL784NC/ISH755NC
1258 QGail , Hall . Tylertown MS  JOHS807LA/JAMG687VA -
1259 Lorraine Alford Mabus -Amite LA  JOH807LA/JAMG687VA
1271 Mac, Dragana, .

Stefan, and Nikola Alford Hattiesburg MS  WIL804GA/JAM687VA
1304 Michael Philip Idom Georgetown TN  BRI781NC/ISH755NC
1305 Sylvia Idom Georgetown TN  BRI781NC/ISH755NC
1321 Mary Alford Yarborough  Aiken SC  GEOS850SC/!11AASC
1329 Reginald D. Alford Hartsville SC  GEOS850SC/!!!'AASC
1341 Holly Jean - Alford McComb MS  WIL804GA/JAM687VA
1342 LaDonna Jeanne -Alford Daisetta TX  WILS50AL/
1345 James & Delfina Alford - Biloxi MS  JOH807LA/JAM687VA
1364 Wayne & Joyce Alford Manito IL DAN796CT/BEN619EN
1369 Trellie Alford Mullis Cochran GA  WIL794GA/JAM687VA
1370 Talmadge Alford Pace FL  WIL794GA/JAM687VA
1371 Opal Dean Alford  Coy Statham GA  WIL794GA/JAM687VA
1372 Ann Alford Fennell Dublin GA  WIL794GA/JAM687VA
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1373 Jimmye Alford Schubert Ridgeland MS  ISH755NC
Kael Alford Dallas TX  ROB814VA/JOH735IR
Lane, Debbie, _
Mallory & Carly Ball Summit MS  WIL804GA/JAM68TVA
Mike, Sandra, Kate
& Marty Ellard Natchez MS  WIL804GA/JAM687VA
Lindsi, Jerry, Bryce
& Brynn Godfrey River Ridge LA  SEAS807LA/JAM687VA
Ingrid & Taylor Leverett Belle Chasse LA  SEA807LA/JAM687VA
Zorica Mladenovic  Belgrade Serbia
Russell Thomas Belle Chasse LA

So, until next year when we meet in St. Louis, Missouri, we hope you will plan to join us there. The exact
location will be announced at a later date, but be prepared to join us the second weekend in October!

Remember Gil Alford, our founding member, will be there to meet each one in attendance!
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(Continued from page 2, President’s Corner)

meeting in October, Pauline and I were involved in
an accident about a mile from our home in McComb,
Ms. Pauline received a head injury and was
transported to  the University Medical Center in
Jackson. where she spent several days in ICU for
observation. She is” recovering at home. On
November 9 I lost my mother, Louise Alford
Bridges, who was 89 years old.- She will be sadly
missed by family. We were blessed to have her this
long, but didn't expect to:lose her this soon.

Congratulations go to my first cousin, Vernon

Alford, of Tylertown, MS, who was elected the new

Circuit Clerk of Walthall County in November.
Vernon is the son of member #1353 Samuel Eugene

Alford . George Alford held the position for many
years before retiring, but was called back as interim
circuit clerk before this election. Hopefully, I can
recruit George and Vernon, to join as AAFA

members. Vernon will join longtime County

Supervisor Travis Alford, father of member #1355,
Troy Nelson Alford, in County Government. Travis
is the oldest serving Supervisor in state history.
Found elsewhere in the quarterly is a list of famous
Alford’s and their contacts submitted by AAFA
member #1271 Dr. Mac Alford of Hattiesburg , MS.
Mac was recently elected as the new President of the
Mississippi Native Plant Society .

A special thanks to all the volunteers in our Alford
American Family Association who work so hard to
make this organization so great.
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