Page 1 of 35

The Alford American Family Association
Serving the Alford community over 25 Years

We Are Family!!
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Capt. Lodwick Houston Alford, U.S.N. (Ret)
AAFA #0011
April 27, 1914 – December 19, 2007

Founding Member
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Obituary
BRUNSWICK - Captain Lodwick Houston Alford, U.S.N.
(Ret), 93, of Sea Island, GA, died December 19, 2007, in
Sylvester, GA.
Born in Sylvester, Worth County, in 1914, he was the
seventeenth child of William Leorus Haywood Alford and the
sixth child of Lucy Melvina (Overby) Alford.
Captain Alford enlisted in the Navy in 1932 and entered the
U.S. Naval Academy in 1934. After graduation in 1938, he was
commissioned as an Ensign and embarked on a long and
interesting career covering three wars and varied service in
battleships, cruisers, aircraft carriers, destroyers, and staff duty
ashore. In senior ranks, he commanded a Fletcher class destroyer in the Korean War, a
division of four destroyers in the Atlantic Fleet, a squadron of eight destroyers in the Sixth
Fleet, and an 18,000 ton destroyer tender in the Atlantic Fleet.
Captain Alford holds the following decorations: Bronze Star for combat performance in
the Iwo Jima and Okinawa campaigns; Navy Commendation Medal for combat in Gilbert,
Marshall and Solomon Island campaigns; a second Bronze Star for combat performance
in the Korean War; Armed Forces Commendation Medal; and twelve campaign and
service ribbons. He retired from the Navy in 1967 after 35 years of service.
His education includes: BS, U.S. Naval Academy; Diploma, U.S. Naval War College;
Diploma, The National War College; Diploma, The American University; MA, The
George Washington University.
Captain Alford published a book, “Playing for Time: War on an Asiatic Fleet Destroyer"
that gives a firsthand portrayal of the conflict in Asian waters during the first few months
on World War II. The book is available at the G.J. Ford bookstore on St. Simons Island.
Captain Alford founded the Civil War Round Table of Coastal
Georgia in 1980. The group represents Civil War buffs from
all over the coast.
Captain Alford was preceded in death by his first wife of 53
years, Katherine Kirkland in 1993 and a grandson, Scott
Kirkland Alford in 2005.
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Surviving are his second wife, Frances Du Priest Park Alford; her son, John Mack Park
and his wife, Deborah; her daughter-in-law, Faye Park; a sister, Louise Parker; a son,
Lodwick Kirkland Alford and his wife, Jerilyn; a grandson, Brett Allan Alford and his
wife, Jordin; a daughter-in-law, Heather Coker Alford; a great-grandson, Tristan Kirkland
Alford; a daughter, Andrea and her husband, Charles Fantacci; and two granddaughters,
Victoria and Carol Fantacci.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests memorials to the St. Simons Methodist Church
Building Fund.
A memorial service will be held on Monday, January 7, 2008 at the St. Simons Methodist
Church at 11 a.m. Interment at Arlington National Cemetery will be on Wednesday,
February 6, 2008 at 3 p.m.
Edo Miller and Sons Funeral Home, Brunswick 912/265-3636.
Published in the Albany Herald, Albany, GA on 5 Jan 2008.
Information copied from a letter addressed as:
Subject: Obit for Capt. Lodwick Houston Alford, O.S.N. (Ret)
From: D.R. Lewis
Date: Sun 6 Jan 2008 17:46:48 -0500
To: AAFA
Signed: Donna in SW GA

WICK ALFORD, 1914-2007
Wick Alford, AAFA #0011, one of the founding members of AAFA, passed away on
December 19. He actively supported association activities well into his later years. From
his ahnentafel:
Lodwick Houston Alford b. Apr 27 1914. Sylvester, Worth Co., GA, m. (1) Aug
10 1940, in Sylvester, Worth Co., GA, Mary Katherine Kirkland, b. Sep 3 1919,
Baconton, Mitchell County, Georgia, d. Feb 14 1993, Brunswick, Glynn Co., GA,
buried: Arlington National Cemetery, Virginia, m. (2) Frances DuPriest Parks.
Lodwick died Dec 19 2007, Sylvester, Worth Co., GA, buried: Arlington
Cemetery, VA.
Deepest sympathy to the family and friends of Capt. Lodwick H. Alford.
From the Albany Herald, 21 Dec 2007 – Published in Albany, GA
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Sylvester: Lodwick H. Alford, Captain, U.S. Navy, Retired, 93, of Sea Island and
Sylvester, GA died Wednesday (20 DEC 2007) at Phoebe Worth Medical Center in
Sylvester.
Funeral arrangements to be announced by Edo Miller Funeral Home in Brunswick.
Banks Funeral Home Sylvester, GA 229-770-2055.

Personal Data
Birth
Death
Burial
Plot
Memorial ID

27 Apr 1914
Sylvester, Worth County, GA, USA
19 Dec 2007 (aged 93)
Albany, Dougherty County, GA, USA
Arlington National Cemetery
Arlington, Arlington County, VA, USA
Sec: 8, Site: 10110
48998838

Inscription:

CAPTAIN
UNITED STATES NAVY

Photos added by:

Paul Hays
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Family Members
• Parents
William Leorus Haywood Alford, 1863-1931
Lucy Melvina Overby, 1881-1953
• Spouses
Mary Katherine Kirkland, 1919-1993, (m. 1940)
Frances Anita DuPriest Parks, 1915-2012
• Siblings
Ernest Haskell Alford, 1908-1967
Walter Hoyle Alford, 1908-1997
Sara Beatrice Alford Parramore, 1909-2001
William Leorus Alford, 1911-1985
Nell White Alford, 1913-1913 (1 day)
Lucy Melvina Alford Sumner, 1915-1985
Mary Marjorie Alford, 1919-1988
Marvin Floyd Alford, 1921-1989
• Half Siblings (Children of Eleanor Frances Norris)
Harvey Benton Alford, 1888-1961
Eleanor Rebecca “Ellie” Alford Veazey, 1891-1948
Sadie Estelle Alford Godwin, 1893-1925
Maggie Eugenia Alford, 1895–1973
Dewey Leorus Alford, 1898–1979
Joe M. Alford, 1900-unknown
Columbus Myers Alford, 1900–1968
Jack Haywood Alford, 1901–1963
Alton Sloan Alford, 1903–1977
Blanche Alford, 1906-1906 (49 days)
Beulah Alford, 1906-1906 (63 days)
Information copied from the Find-A-Grave and Ancestry web pages.

AAFA Notes:
1. Wick’s Alford lineage: Lodwick Houston 1914 GA1, William Leorus Haywood
1863 NC2, Green Haywood 1820 NC3, Green 1787 NC4, James Lodwick 1749 NC5.
2. Wick was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 1993 in St. Francisville, LA based on
being an AAFA Co-Founder and its first President, 1987-1991.
3. Wick was on the Board of Directors 1987-1997 and 1999-2000.
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Getting to Know
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Alford Reunion
April 1959
Shingler, GA

Ensign Lodwick H. Alford
Academy Graduate
Class of 1938
Lodwick H. Alford
US Navy 1932
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Lieutenant Lodwick H. Alford
During WWII 1943

1989 AAFA Meeting, Houston, TX
Capt. Wick Alford, President
Flanked by
Landon Alford, AAFA #0002 (left)
Gil Alford, AAFA #0019 (right)
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1990 AAFA Meeting, Raleigh, NC
Capt. Wick Alford. President, AAFA #0011 (standing)
(sitting, L to R)
Julius M. "Poole” Alford, AAFA #0013, Treasurer
Pamela Alford Thompson, AAFA #0030, Editor
Juanita Alford, AAFA #0382, Wick's Sister-in-law
Victor Alford, AAFA #0225

1997 AAFA Meeting, Pleasanton, CA
Capt. Wick Alford, AAFA #0011
(At the podium)
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2002 AAFA Meeting
Salt Lake City, UT
Ghost of Lodwick H. Alford
AAFA #0011

2003 AAFA Meeting
Little Rock, AR
Lodwick H. Alford
AAFA #0011
And Daughter
Andrea, AAFA #0319
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2003 AAFA Meeting, Little Rock, AR
Wick and Nephew

2003 AAFA Meeting, Little Rock, AR
Lodwick H. Alford. AAFA #0011
And Family
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2003 AAFA Meeting, Little Rock, AR
Wick, Earline and Max

On Next Page:
Playing for Time, by Capt. Lodwick H. Alford [No Rating]
13 May 2006 by Andrea Fantacci
I wanted to be the first to post a review of this book, but I have to admit that I have only
read short passages of it in my stolen glances at it on the desk in his study. He always told
me to "wait until it's published". He once said, “You know, I had to wait for a lot of people
to die before I could write this book." Well, I can tell you that certainly got my interest
piqued! So, they must be gone because here's the story, finally!!!!
Dad, here's to you and your wonderful talent!!! Love, Tandy
I most heartily advise everyone who can get their hands on a copy to do so, especially at
a booksigning by the author.
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SC MEMORIAL REMEMBRANCE
This past year we lost one of our three founding members, so I would like to begin this
year's Memorial Remembrance in honor of him.
After joining AAFA, the first meeting I attended was in Decatur, AL. I remember
thinking how nice the meeting was and how much fun I had. One of the people who stood
out in my memory was a very distinguished gentleman dressed to the nines, thinking he
must own a men's clothing business with all his brightly colored dinner jackets and white
slacks which made the jackets look even brighter. He always sat near the front row during
the daytime sessions and would always correct anyone who might not remember things
which happened in previous meetings as well as he did. He made sure the correction was
heard and it did not slip by un-noticed or not corrected. After the conclusion of the
Saturday night banquet, he would proudly announce he was going to the cocktail lounge
for a fine cigar smoke and invited any member, ladies included, who wished to join him
for a smoke and after dinner conversation.
I found out the next year he was one of the three founding members of AAFA and Captain
Lodwick "Wick" Alford, US Navy Retired. That answered my question about why he
wanted all the "i’s" dotted and the "t’s" crossed properly. Wick, Pooley and Gil had
corresponded for several years prior about Alford Ancestry. Thus, these three men
became the founding members of AAFA. Twelve people attended the 1987 first meeting
in Atlanta, GA where Lodwick "Wick" Alford became the first President of AAFA.
Born on April 27, 1914 in Sylvester, Worth Co., GA and Died on Dec 20, 2007 in
Sylvester, Worth Co., GA, he was buried in Arlington National Cemetery. He spent 29
years of commissioned service, two years enlisted service and four years at the Naval
Academy, Graduate Class of 1938 totaling thirty-five years. In senior ranks he
commanded a destroyer in the Korean War, during WWII division four destroyers in the
Atlantic Fleet, a squadron of eight destroyers in the Sixth (Mediterranean) Fleet and an
18,000 ton repair ship. A well decorated Naval Officer during WWII, he was awarded the
Bronze Star Medal three times and a Commendation Medal, all for service in combat. He
was married 10 August 1940 to Mary Katherine Kirkland, two children Lodwick Kirkland
and Andrea Elizabeth. After the 1993 death of Mary Katherine, he married a high school
classmate Frances DuPriest Parks who has survived him now living in Sylvester, GA.
As the years moved forward, "Wick” attended the annual meetings along with his colorful
dinner jackets and lovely wife' Frances at his side. I learned to appreciate his eloquent
way with words as he presented the Hall of Fame Certificates and Honorable Mention
Awards for each year. His gift with words was like no other.
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At the meeting in Baton Rouge, Wick was unable to attend, so Sally and Dick Stoewer
found a red dinner jacket at a garage sale. Dick came into the meeting modeling the jacket
in likeness of Wick. The jacket hung in our meeting room during the two days along with
a package of fine cigars, just in case someone would want to have a smoke. If I remember
correctly, this was the first meeting Wick had not attended since the beginning of AAFA.
Wick's leadership and memory will continue for those of us who have been lucky enough
to have known him. For those who have not had the pleasure, you missed a very
interesting member who brought leadership to AAFA.
We will miss you "Wick" you brought us much fun and many memories. Once again we
have a red jacket and some cigars for those who would like a smoke in the bar after the
banquet in honor of Wick. In the words of another great person of leadership and
character, "Thanks for the Memories, Wick"!
Written and delivered by Ramona Darden, Meetings Chairperson, on Oct 11, 2008 in
Columbia, SC.

Additional Remembrance
CAPTAIN LODWICK HOUSTON (WICK) ALFORD, 93, son, brother, husband, father,
grandfather, great grandfather, farm hand, store clerk, cotton warehouseman, seaman,
Annapolis cadet, naval officer, graduate of Naval and National War College, Masters
degree from George Washington University, participant in three wars, (WWII, Korea,
Vietnam), decorated hero of the "Greatest Generation that ever lived", commander of a
Destroyer ship, a Division of four Destroyers, a Squadron of 8 Destroyers (over 800
men), proud wearer of the Bronze Star (3 of them!) and 12 campaign ribbons, plus the
Navy Commendation Medal, 35 year veteran, author, avid reader, letter writer, fisherman,
yachtsman, historian, Civil War authority, travel agent, Rotarian, Genealogist, Sunday
School Teacher, Life Long Methodist, Christian Gentleman, friend.
Wick Alford was born in Sylvester, Georgia, the 17 child of his father and the 6th child
of his mother. He helped support his family by working after school as a farmhand, store
clerk, and cotton warehouseman. He became interested in the sea when one of his halfbrothers visited the family wearing his navy uniform, At age 18 he enlisted in the U.S.
Navy and served for two years on the Battleships Idaho, Mobile, & Mississippi. At age
20 he enters the U.S. Naval Academy, graduating at age 24, At 26 he married his first
wife, Kay. When Wick was 31 they had his son Kirk and five years later their daughter,
Andrea.
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The Alfords lived in numerous places including: Florida, California, Rhode Island,
Maine, New York, Virginia, Washington D.C., Hawaii & Cuba.
At age 53 Wick retired from his distinguished Naval career and ran a Travel Agency in
the Washington D.C. Area. In the mid 1970's Wick and Kay moved to St. Simons
Island. They had fallen in love with the area after visiting Max Noah, her college music
teacher at the Max Noah Reunion Choir with Barbara Meadows. In retirement, Wick
enjoyed fishing on the north end of the Island, driving his antique 19653 Mercedes, and
making sailing trips up and down the East Coast and to Bermuda in "Ganymede" (his
West Indies 38 sailboat).
Wick founded and was president of the Civil War Roundtable. He and George
Stapleton shared the leadership of this group of Civil War buffs for many years.
He also founded the Alford American Family Association through which he shared his
intense interest in his family's genealogy
His wife of 53 years, Kay, died. Wick soon returned to Sylvester and courted Frances,
his classmate and valedictorian. Frances says he wrote her every day! They shared 13
years together in their Sea Island home. Wick had a wonderful talent for choosing good
wives and he found Sylvester, Georgia as a good place to look for them.
Wick was a lifelong Methodist. He loved the Lord and his Church. He taught Sunday
School. St. Simons United Methodist he found a nest of like minded men in the Older
Adult Sunday School Class. Many of them were retired military men like himself - Sam
Finney, Bob Crouch, John Gruver, and others. He was a leader! And he wanted
everything done "Decently and in Order" - one mark of a "Good Methodist" I
He wrote his book "Playing For Time, War On an Asiatic Fleet Destroyer" so the story
of that era of history could be told Decently and in Order. He wrote letters to the editor
of the Wesleyan Christian Advocate urging that all things be done Decently and in
Order. He wanted his children to live decently and in order and at least once got out the
broom to remind them to live up to their responsibilities.
Yes, 93 years of life lived decently and in order. A good and meaningful life. A life
which ended where it began 93 years ago in Sylvester, Georgia when Wick, suffering
with double pneumonia, simply closed his eyes and went to sleep.
May each of us have such a peaceful death. May each of us have such a meaningful life
- everything done decently and in order.
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Correspondence

Alford American Family Association
Post Office Box 1586

Florescent, MO 63032-1586
November 6, 1987

Lodwick H. Alford, CAPT USN Ret
P. O. Box 742
Sea Island, GA 31541
Dear Wick:
Well, I think I have finally gotten past my bottleneck with the association. I had to
rewrite the constitution or articles of incorporation to conform to Missouri statues and the
IRS requirements.
I need three persons to act as incorporators and at least three to act as members of
the board of directors. Since you, Julius Alford of McComb and myself seem to be the
three most interested. I'm asking you and Julius to join with me as incorporators and to
serve on the initial board of directors.
I would appreciate if you would review the package and if all meets with you
approval sign on the top line on the back page of the Missouri "Articles of Incorporation”
and then have your signature notarized. I '11 need two signed copies back. I have cleared
it with the secretary of state’s office to have the signatures on three different copies and
to have the purpose of our organization (item# 5) on separate pages.
I have enclosed a copy of the pages from the Missouri Corporation Laws and the
instructions I received from them. I've studied this damn stuff until I’m blue in the face,
but you know from your experience with me on your book, I can overlook some of the
most obvious things. If you make changes in the "constitution” I think you can still sign
and notarize the form. I’ll make the changes and if they are substantative I’ll have to
coordinate them with Julius. Correction of the minor administrative boobo’s for
which I'm noted can be done without any trouble. I have no pride of authorship and did
these only because I didn’t know who else to get to do it. If you wish to make any major
changes it will not upset me.
According to Missouri law and the "new” constitution the board of directors can
appoint the first slate of officers. Based on the responses we have received from members
thus far I would suggest the following be appointed for the reasons cited. If you and Julius
agree then I’ll check with the other officers to see if they will agree,
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Lodwick H. Alford November 6, 1987

Page 2

President:
Lodwick H. Alford.
Because you have been at the job of chasing our ancestors longer and more actively
than any other member, I cannot think of a better name for the first president than
"Lodwick", probably the most noted of all our ancestors. You are also the only
"published" member to the best of my knowledge and with being a retired Naval
Captain will not hurt things.
Vice President:
Weston Adams.
We want to be careful that we don’t give the impression that all members must be
Alfords or that only Alfords can expect to hold office. Weston has expressed an
interest and offered to serve. As an attorney and having been the ambassador to
Malawi won’t hurt in his case. He is very busy at this time getting back into his
practice, but I think there will be little for the VP to do in our first year or so.
Secretary:
Nancy T. Alford.
I do not know what her fields of expertise are, but most people should be able to
handle this job, although it does require the annual report. I’ll see if I can work
this out with her.
Treasurer:
Julius M. Alford.
This will require some slight but regular attention. At the present time I have the
check book and am the only one who can write a check on our account which is
not good for several reasons. I expect that there will be greater need for direct and
personal coordination between myself and the treasurer than any other officer. It
will be more convenient for Julius and I to meet than for me to meet with any other
member. I go within a mile or so of his office several times each year.
Genealogist-Historian: Nancy Alford Dietrich.
Of all those who agreed to serve in this role and who are not already lined up above,
she is probably best qualified.
Researchers:
Dennis Bybee and Lee Ann Turner.
Until we get further into things I doubt that here will be little need for this person.
In fact the Genealogist and the researchers will have to sort of figure out where
they ought to be going.
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Lodwick H. Alford November 6, 1987
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Publications Editor:
Pam Thompson.
She is most qualified and best equipped to do this. Of all the members she has
access to by far the best computer and printing equipment Needed for this job.
Some decision will have to be made on the publication. I don’t intend to give up
“About Alfords” right away, but eventually plan to give it to the association. In the
mean time the association will need something for a communication vehicle.
Executive Assistant:
Gil Alford.
In this role I can help each and every officer with their job, even doing some of
their more routine day to day work until we get better set up. I can also act in behalf
of the officers (executive committee) collectively. I think I can serve best in this
job to eventually transfer all my functions from my past operations to the
appropriate officer of the association.
The only folks who offered to serve who were not selected were: Michael L. Alford
(trustee), James M. Edwards (trustee) (membership committee), Jack F. Eisenlauer
(trustee) (annual meeting committee) and M. E. (Mike) Alford (committee not specified).
The board of trustees gave way to the board of directors in the evolution of things
and we are not to the point of establishing any committees. We also are not ready for
assistants to several of the officers. We don't have a volunteer for the Legal Advisor and
if I succeed in getting these papers through, hopefully, we won't need one for a while.
The initial officers will serve until the annual meeting sometime next year or early
the following year. Once in office they will decide about the meeting.
I am sending a similar letter to Julius, but he is living it up on long cruise, I believe
he said from the west coast through the canal and will not be back home until
Thanksgiving. I'll wait until then to send him the package so it won’t get buried in all his
mail that arrives in his absence. So if you wish to make some changes in the constitution
I might even get it revised before I send his copies. I'm not trying to rush you though,
take all the time you need.
I’ve probably overlooked something and if so let me know. I certainly do
appreciate all your help and support.
Sincerely,
Gilbert K. Alford, Jr.
Acting Executive Assistant
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