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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION 

OF 

ALFORD 

AMERICAN FAMILY ASSOCI.A.TIQN 

Name 
ARTICLE I The name of t.his orlanila~ion shall be Alford American F&miIJ Associa~ion, 

Incorporated. This AssociaUon shall be rormed ror literary and educa"onal purposes wi~hin 

Lhe meaning or sec~ion' 501 (c) (3) or Ute Internal Revenue Code or 1954 of the Uni~ St.a~ 

or America, and Missouri Revised SLatutes Sec~ion 355 - (RSM 1986~ 

Tax Exampt Status 
ARTICLE n No par~ of ~he ne~ earnings of ~he corporation shall inure to ~he benefit or, or 
be disVibuLabJe to, iu members. directors, officers or o~her privat.e persons e][cep~ that the 
corpor&t.ion shall be auUlorited and empowered to paJ reasonable compensation for services 
rendered. 

Upon dissolution of ~he corpora~ion, ~he Board or Directors shall, arter paJing or 
makinc provisions for Ule ..ymen~ of all of the Iiabili~ies of ~he corporation, dispose or all ~he 

&SSeY of ~he corpol'&~n exclusivelJ ror the purposes of ~he corpora~ion in such manner, or to 
such organisation or organiaUons organized and operated exclusively ror chari~able, 

educt.tional, religious, or scienUfic purposes as shall at ~he time qualirJ as an exemp~ 

organiiation or orpnisawns under Sec~ion 501 (c) (3) of ~he In~ernal Revenue Code of 1954 (or 
corresponding provision or anJ rut.ure Uni~ed SLates Internal Revenue Law), as Ute Board or 
Directors· shall det.ermine. 

Any such assets no~ so disposed or shall be disposed of bJ the Circuw Cour~ of 
the count.J in which the principal office or ~he corpc'\~ion in ~hen Ie Ja~ exclusivelJ ror such 
purposes or to such such orpnilaUon or organisations, as said Court shall determine, which 
are org&lliled and operated exclusivelJ for such purposes. 

Purposes 
AllTICLE III All the purposes of this organisation shall be 1110wrul purposes as provided bJ 
Sect.ion 355 RSMo 1986 wi~h particular emphasis on Lhe following: ~o perpe~ua~e ~he memorJ 
and genealogJ or ~he descendants and fore-ra~hers of Alford families bJ: 

1. Cementing ties of fellowship and kinship between living members of the families; 



2. Maintaining family unity through frequent associaLion in a social way; 

3. Compiling acceptable family records of Alford descendants and ancestors; 

4. Unifying all genealogical, historical and biographical research attendant to the compiling of 
acceptable family records; 

5. Pooling resources and effort.s of the members of the families so t.hat the hist.ory and 
genealogy of Alford ancest.ors may be passed ~n to all descendants of Alfords; 

6. Publishing genealogical and/or hist.orical periodicals lUld books which provide information on 
AIrords and Alford families providing, where possible, information on their con~ribution t.o 
mankind; 

1.Educt.ting, part.icularly those of t.he younger generat.ions, prese(lt day Alfords and AIrord 
descendants; on AIrord family history and how it. relat.es t.o t.he hist.ory of t.he nat.ion; 

8. Providing a vehicle t.o perpet.uat.e t.he above purposes from one generation to another and 
int.o posterit.y; 

9. And all ot.her legal powers permit.ted General Not. for Profit. Corporat.ions as approved by 
t.he Board of Direct.ors.° 

No subsYont.ial part of the activit.ies of the corporation shall be t.he carrying on of 
propaganda or ot.herwise at.tempLinc t.o influence legisla~ion and the corporat.ion shall not 
participate in or intervene (includinc t.he publishing or dist.ributtion of sYJ.ement.s) in any 
polit.ical campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office. 

NotwithsYonding any other provisions of these art.iclels, the corpora~ion shall not 
carryon any ot.her acuvities not. permitted t.o be carried on (a) by a corporation exempt. from 
Federal Income Tax under Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 19&4 (or t.he 
corresponding provision of any fut.ure United States Int.ernal Revenue Law) or (b) by a 
corporation, cont.ributions t.o which are deductible under Sect.ion 110 (c) (2) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1954 (or the corresponding provision of any future United States Internal 
Revenue Law.) 

Membership 
ARTICLE IV This organization shall be composed of the descendants of any person named 
AIrord and the husband or wife of each. Persons under the age of 21 whose parents do not 
choose to be members shall be registered as Junior members. Junior members will not be 
required t.o pay dues, but will not recieve publications and will not be perimtted t.o vote nor 
hold office. Active members shall be those who pay dues and otherwise indicate interest in 
supporting t.he purposes or the organization. As a minimum they will be expected to provide 
biographical viYoI sYotistical data, such as pedigree charts, ancestor tables and family group 
records; on ~heir fa.mily or family line, if that information is not already available t.o the 
Historian-Genealogist. . 

Membership ma.y be in Divisions based on family branch or geography or it may 
be membership at large. Division definitions will be decided by the membership, and will be 
subject to annual review and revision. 

Membership will be on an annual basis beginning in the month following the 
month in which membership a.pplication is received by the association. 
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Charter Memberships will be offered until such time as all Alford families' known 
to exist in the United States at this time have been offered an opportunity for membership. 
Cha.rter Membership Certificates, suitable for framing, will be awarded to all Charter Members. 

Founding Memberships will be offered to those who were participating in the 
informal association or whose name and address appeared in the 1986 Alford Directory as well 
as to those who were participants in active Alford family reunion groups in 1987. Founding 
Membership Certifica.tes, suitable for framing will be a.warded to all Founding Members. 

Meetings 
ARTICLE V Meetings shall be arranged to most effectively further the purposes of the 
organiza.tion. At least one meeting or reunion each year will be open to all the membership. 
At this a.nnual meeting the officers will have opportunity to report to the membership on 
their activities for the preceding yea.r and new officers shall be elected for the ensuing year. 
To the extent practicable, new committee members will be announced at the annual meeting. 
Meetings of membership in branches or in local geographica.l areas will be encouraged. Where 
appropriate, social a.ctivities should accompa.ny these meetings. 

Officers 
ARTICLE VI Officers shall consist of a president, a vice-president; and when membership 
warrl1nts 11 vice-president for each division 8.nd for membership a.t large; 8. secret8.ry, a. 
treasurer; a genealogist-historian, & lega.l advisor, publications editor, and such assistants a.s 
may be ordered by the Board of Directors. Any two or more offices may be held by the 
same person, except the offices of president &nd secretary. The president will be an ex oHicio 
member of the board of directors. Initial officers will be appointed by the Board of Directors 
and subsequen~ officers shall be elec~ed by majority vote of those present a.nd voting a.t the 
a.nnua.l meeting or by written absentee ballot. Their term of office will commence at the close 
of that meeting and continue until the close of the next annual meeting. All officers a.re 
elegible for re-election. Division vice-presidents will be elected by the members of their 
division by written ba.not a.nd the results reported along with other election results at the 
a.nnual meeting. The board of directors may remove any officer, elected or appointed when in 
their judgement the best interests of the corporation will be served thereby. 

Board of Directors 
ARTICLE VII The property, business, and affairs of the Corporation shall be ma.naged by a 
Board of Directors. Initially there sha.ll be three directors, but this number ma.y be increased 
by amendment of the bylaws. The president who will serve a.s a.n ex officio member of the 
board of directors will be, by count, over and a.bove the three directors. The bos.rd of directors 
may appoint others to serve a.s directors. Directors may serve for an indefinite period. The 
Board is 80150 empowered to na.me division represent80tive members for any division which does 
not have representation a.t an annual meeting. 

Th~ Board of Directors will encoura.ge development of branch and loc8ol 
organizations and the furtherance of fa.m:]y activity wherever and however it may. 

The Executive Committee 
ARTICLE VIII The Executive Committee shall consist of the officers listed a.bove who are 
currently serving. It shall be the duty of this committee to ca.rry on the regular business of 
the organization between meetings, within the broad guidelines established by the Board of 
Directors, and to report on its activities to the membership of the organization. The Executive 
Committe may a.ppoint an Executive Assistant to help with the duties of the officers and the 
executive committee. 

The Executive Committee will deLermine policy (except policy regarding fund 
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raising), approve programs and plan activities involving the family 80S a whole in line with the 
purPOSes of this organization and within the broad guidelines established by the Board of 
Directors. 

Commitees 
ARTICLE IX The President shall appoint such ad hoc or standing committees as may be 
deemed necessary for the conduct of the business and other activities of the organization. 
Committees to be considered include: Annual Meeting or Social Committee, Publications 
Committee, Publicity &ond Membership Committ.ee, Fin&once Committee, Historical Committee, 
and Research Committee. Division Committees shall be appoint.ed for each division, in 
conjunction wit.h the Division, Vice-President. Suding Committee members shall serve for &0 

period of three years and appointment.s will be made so as to replace one-third of the 
committee each year. Initial appointment.s will be for one, two or three years so that each 
year one third of the committee will be due for replacement. Standing Commit.tee members 
may not succeed themselves. 

Amendments and Voting 
ARTICLE X Amendments to these articles or to the By-Laws shall be submitted to the 
active membership at. least Cour weeks prior to t.he meeting in which the amendments will be 
considered. For accepY.nC8 the amendment will require a majority vote of those who cast 
their voWs. Any subject maUer pertinent. to the organisation may be submit.ted to the active 
membership for consideration and if vc*d upon and will require for passage a majorit.y of all 
votes cast, by those present. including proxies. Members who cannot at.tend meetings rnay 
vote on elections by mail. 
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