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Dear Listeners, HAROLD L. ALFORD 1883· 1939 
We hope you enjoy this recording of marches performed by yourSIDE ONE HARRY L. ALFORD 

United States Navy Band. We have found in programming our nation
Harry Alford was born in Blissfield. Michigan, in 1883. and stud wide tours that many people love best of all to hear stirring marches 

IMP [2:27J ASCAPied music at Dana's Musical Institute in Warren, Ohio. He progressed by the band, for it is in the march that a band is most at home, with 
from church organist to trouper to director of musical comedies, and "A Devilish Good March" invigoratin~ music specifically composed to enllOnce its best qualitil's. 

III antiClpatioll of our coming bIcentennial observa'lces, we areis best known for his 'professional arranging bureau' in the Chicago LAW AND ORDER 12:51] ASCAP 
circulating these records to interested radio stations throughout the 

area. In the days of vaudeville, his pit-orchestra music for "Eva MARCH OF THE JACKIES [1:58] ASCAP country so Americans can become more aware of the great heritage 
Taguay" made him so famous that every act wanted their music UDedicated to Bandmaster Brown of the or marell music that is theirs. It seems fitting to illclude in our salute 
scored by him. He also published many of his own works; some will U.S. Naval Training Station" tile mollY foreign march composers who, like tlleir American counter

parts, are threatelled by historic obscurity. The marches used are prefondly remember his edition of the "Hungry Five" books for German MARCH OF THE ILLINI [2:07J ASCAP 
viously urJrecorded ill this country, and tlleir order of presentatioll is

band. "To Director A. A. Harding of the University 
unrelated to historic cllronology or judgements of illlportatlce.of Illinois Bands" (originallille; "BaIlie ofDr. Harding, Director of the University of Illinois Bands, commis I wisl, to give special recognition and appreciation for muc11 vitalTippicanoe"j

sioned him to do some of the first big football band extravaganzas, assistance to Mr. Rabat Hoe, a prominentbl<sitlessma'l ill Pougll
such as "My Hero" and "The World is Waiting for the Sunrise." He SKYLINER [2:32] ASCAP keel'sie, New York. /lob, a most ardent bOlld 'buff' wllO collects alld 

"To my son, Harold, Transport Pilot classifies [,alld music alld r/'Cordings, gives freely of I,is expertise i'l as
is thus an important pioneer in this most flourishing area of school Instructor of Blind FIVing" siSlillg ["",,lmasters ill t!lis COl/II try alld abroad. Witlwllt I'is fillancial 
band development during the last 40 years. His two most popular aid "lid tl'clmical COl/liSe!, tlds 'Heritage of ti,e Marcil' series ...01< fdCALL OF THE ELK [3:02] ASCAPmarches are "Glory of the Gridiron" and, of course, "Purple Carni not Ilave beell produced. Tile assistallce ofothers / listl'd bela ...) is-official march of the B.P.O.E. 
vaL" He died on March 4,1939, in Chicago. gratejidlyackllo ...ll'dged. 

HUSTLER 12:15] ASCAP Agaill, WI' 1101'0. you obtaill much pleasllrable listl'lIill~ from thisHarry L. Alford is quite often confused with Kenneth J. Alford. 
rl'cord, amiwoliid appreciate Ill'ari'lg frol11 yOIl cOIICl'nllllg a"y sllgwho is included on this alhum to provide a convenient comparison 
j!cstjollJ tiS Itl the ('(In,i'lIIi''.i? series. 

between their lives and works. 
~r-Uu2) ~~-- 
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KENNETH J, ALFORD (Major Frederick J. Ricketls) 1aB1· 19'15 (;0 HI HI II IIc1e r, l'"ired Stalcs NaI'y 

LeadN, (lllitl'd States Na,'y /lalld SIDE lWO KENNETH J. ALFORD 
Frederick Joseph Ricketts was born in London in 1881. At fifteen 

he enlisted in the Royal Irish Fusileers as a cornetist, and eight years OLD PANAMA 12:43) BIEM The United States Navy Band has been a leading proponent of in· 
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