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Mrs. Eric E. Bottoms
2615 North Pocomoke Street
farlinston UA 22287

Dear Mrs Eottoms

It was indeed delightful to read your letter and the article gyou csent
I shared them with myu commander, Col Ronald W Carl, amnd others i the
nanad whe found them most interesting. I feel 1 know Yoo and uour
ramily well after reading ygour letter.

Mary familiar items made the letter and article even more interesting
Mu wife and I arew up in Michigan, Ronnie near Grand RPapids and me near

attle Creek. I studied music at the University of Michisan and piayed
in the band there under DIr. William D FRewell: 1 nmever met Lecnard
smith, but, of cource, heard much about him and his cummer bang in
Detroit My first assiganment n the RIr force was with the 661ist Air
Fcrce Eand at Wright-Patterson AFE, and like gyour zorn-in-law, I am
nearina the 2B-year mark, and consider that | hauese one of the best

Jebsfin the worlad!

A few cother "concitdences" are (Mtriguing You mentionred n u2ur letter
to Mr. Sruth that two of your dad’s best friends were Merle Euvans and
Jorn Philip Sousa We had the privilege of meeting Mr Evans abcut 3
year agqo at & concert we performed 1n Sarasota, florida in addition,
Just a fYew months aso, John Philip Sousa’zs grancson VISited the HCademy
and we had the opportunity to meet him I engogyed the story about Mr
Soucga’'s whnte_ alocves and dour mom making him taske them off to eat 2
told our kids <(Carmen, 16, and David, 12> 1t sounds like Mr 30uss was

1
the Michael Jackson of his dau (What a compariscn'y

INe live about 98 minutes from Cripple Creek and 1L 1s a great place tc
visit, with a wvery colorful history. But, oh myg, what a horrible place
to be stranded with no monhey - even today, let alone in the time in
which your dad must have had his experience.

R musician’s life is certainly interesting, isn’t it? It’s not all ecstacy
- the strange hours, the many miles and days of "life on the road", and
the frequent lack of appreciation for all the hard work that goes into
a single performance; but there is the immense satisfaction of making
good music, of entertaining people, and of meeting people you would
never meet otheruwise. There is one story of mine that you might find
interesting. When I was in high school (the early- 1968’s)> in a little
town called Colon, Michigan (the "Magic Capital of the lkorld", I sang a
solo in a town talent show. 1 don’t even remember the song. 1 was
having trouble with knowing what to do with my hands while singing.

There was living in Colon .at. the time, and helping with the talent shouw,
an elderly man who was a pretty wellfknown magician and vaudeville



actor mamed Monk Watcson, I remember very clearly that he suagested
thaet 1 held a match in my right hanc and hold the hand at myg uwaist,
with mu arm bent at the elbow, while allowing mu left hand and arm te

rnang at my sidge It was a3 marwvelous suggestion, and helpec to put me
at ease In the years since then, as 1 have spent a lot of time on
stage Iin front of audiences, I often remember that special moment with
a stage personalituy of a bygone era Now, I can’t help but wonder if
your dad and Monk Watson ever met, or, perhaps, werked together on a
vaudeuville production. Mu parents sent 3 newspaper clipping noting his

death gust a few wyears ago.

I am s=senrnding you a8 copy oFY the program we performed in Symehony Hall
ir Prhoentx, Frizans, orn March 25, 1936 As 4You Ccan see, we opened that

concert unth uvour dad’s "Purple Carnival" marcn, which 3s a tuba plaver,
s one2 of my r'avomtes.(\ﬂc/w/ aloe 0w az d’/ﬁ,@ )
7

I am also sending youw, serparately, three recordes. “'ze entitliec,
"Umited States f&ir force Roagdemud Rance and Caget Cherale,” 12 a re:crcwf_:
of our concert band and the FRoadenmy’s Cadet Chorale it iz an old
recarcing, but the most recent orne we have of cur concert hand Tne
one entitled, "Thne Higher W= lu," 15 about a year old and Teaturecs ocur
J3zz bancd., The Falzonares, and our Moode In Elue 5Simgers. The thira 2
cur npewest, and features oSur reck band, Blue Steel. znd cur Courntrag
and westerr band, Wild Blue Country If rock or country ang western
iy S ar not o MmusiZal "cup of tea’, perhaps wou hawve Triends or

e
srancchilcren who migsht enJoy them

Tor your very gracious tetter I hore we may Have the
meaetimg N person some dauw, and that uou engog the records




