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ATTENTION ALL HANDS! NOW HEAR THIS!

The third annual meeting of the Alford American Family Associa-
tion held in Raleigh, NC, 12—14 October 1990 was a great success.
Back in the summer things seemed to be moving rather slowly, and
we just had not generated the enthusiasm, publicity, and response
we hoped for. But then things began to snowball, and by the day of
the first session one could hardly ask for better. We had about 120
present, including several new members and some non-members.

We all owe a debt of gratitude to our North Carolina Representative
Jean J. Wilson of Durham for the superb arrangements for the
meeting at the Holiday Inn. And also to Gil Alford who was pulling
strings from Missouri—if you know Gil, he pulls a mean string!

At the various sessions of the meeting we covered a lot of ground,
heard from most of our officers and many of our members. A spe-
cial treat was an entertaining talk on “ole Lodwick™ Alford by our
banquet speaker, Mrs. Louise Fuller, who is a member but has no
Alford connections! But as at Houston, the highlight of the meeting

was the rundown by Gil Alford on the ancestors of our members.
Again we were spellbound, and it was indeed a rour de force.

BRAVO ZULU! to Gil. (You Navy hands will know what that
means.) And our special thanks to those who assisted with registra-
tion and to Harold Alford for his droll stories.

Another highlight of the meeting was the establishment by the
Board of Directors of the Alford American Family Association
HALL OF FAME. The first inductee was Mrs. Tressie Bowman,
who started the first Alford newsletter over 20 years ago and with-
out whose efforts this organization would probably not exist. The
second inductee was Gilbert K. Alford Jr., our esteemed Executive
Director who started the Association in 1987 and built the member-
ship to over 300. The third inductee was Mrs. Pamela Alford
Thompson, our outstanding Editor of our superb quarterly, AAFA
ACTION, who has built this publication to what we believe is the

(Continued on p. 35)
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1988

Actual
REVE
REG FEE (INITIAL) $700.00
DUES - Initial & Renewal 880.00
DONATIONS - GENERAL 682.57
ANNUAL MEETING
RESALE of Items Purchased
CARRYOVER FROM
PREVIOUS YEAR 1381.88
TOTAL FUNDS $3644.45
EXPENSES
POSTAGE & PO BOX $653.97
STATIONERY 817.01
PRINTING 337.84
RESEARCH
FAMILY EMBLEM 200.00
MISCELLANEQUS 241.37
ADVERTISING
SUPPLIES
NON EXPENDABLE ITEMS
REFUNDS
ANNUAIL MEETING
PURCHASE FOR RESALE
TOTAL EXPENSES $2250.19
NET WORTH $1394.26

1989
Actual

1990
Budget

1990
Actual
to Date

(11/30/90)

$1580.00
2013.00
1583.00
1681.00

$541.00
4001.00
1688.17
4312.00

424.00

$521.00
3877.00
1688.17
4312.00

424.00

1394.26 1484.11

$8251.26 $10966.17 $12306.28

$1849.73 $2100.00 $1868.85

285.00 175.00 165.91
2030.15  3000.00 2952.02
190.11  400.00 114.95
366.12  225.00 207.95
136.38 75.00 .00
301.28  400.00 326.60
10844  220.00 218.07
75.00

1499.94 3091.35 3091.35
401.00 401.00

$6767.15 $10087.35 $9721.70

$1484.11 $2884.58

Having been through the annual meeting planning for three years, and into the
resale of items for awhile, it seems enough experience has been gained to bring
those categories under the budget. Consequently all income and expense items are

now being included in the budget process.

help, who has bookkeeping experience (and maybe a computer), and who is
willing to take on the AAFA bookkeeping job? The annual funding level is now
over $10,000. The Treasurer and the Executive Director have no bookkeeping

experience and are now well over their heads.

Members with questions about any of the above entries should address them to

POB 1586, Florissant MO 63031.
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The meeting in Raleigh was
the best yet. There were
about the same number of
attendees as there were in
Houston, but there was a
larger percentage of
officers, workers, and others
more involved with genea-
logical research present in
Raleigh.

Jean Wilson, AAFA North
Carolina State Representa-
tive, welcomed the member-
ship to Raleigh and turned
the meeting over to Presi-
dent Lodwick H. Alford,
Captain USN Retired.

Captain Alford recognized
various groups and persons
present. Vice President Weston Adams, attending his first meeting, was introduced
and commented on the family badge and foundation possibilities.

Julius Alford, Treasurer, had been “at sea” for the past several weeks, so Gil

Nancy Alford Dietrich, AAFA Librarian from Westport, WA, traveled the
furthest to the meeting. Weston Adams, AAFA Vice President from Columbia,
SC, is Nancy's distant cousin.

Some of our North Carolina hosts:
Back, [. to r —Bill Mitchiner (AAFA
Genealogist) from Raleigh, Susan
Herring from Elizabeth Ciry, William
Dallas Alford from Durham, Bob
Williams from Raleigh; Front, [. to r—
Katye Pridgin Alford from Elm City,
Joyce Pierce from Wilmington, Waldo
Stone, Susan Herring's mother, from
Elizabeth City, and Jean Wilson (AAFA
NC State Representative) from
Durham.

Alford presented the financial report in
Julius’ behalf.

Bill Mitchiner, AAFA Genealogist,
James Sorrell of the NC Archives, and
Edythe Tippett, all of the Raleigh area,
made welcoming comments and related
some of their experience in Alford
research.

Reports and/or short presentations were
made by Nancy Dietrich, Librarian;
Pamela Thompson, Publications
Director; Alicia Houston, AAFA
Census project officer; Franceine Rees,
AAFA Wills and Estates project
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Bill Mitchiner, AAFA Member #10 and our Association
Genealogist, lives in Raleigh in part so he can be near the
North Carolina State Archives!

officer; Lucy Stevens, AAFA DAR project officer; and Jack
Kinabrew on a project he has underway on Louisiana
Cemeteries.

The Board of Directors announced the establishment of an
AAFA four part awards program. Members may receive cash
awards or other items by (1) enlisting new members (2)
submitting Alford family group records (3) submitting
biographical skeiches and (4) submitting articles for the
quarterly. [See article on p. 58 in this issue.]

Gil Alford presented information
on the various Alford branches
related to AAFA members during
the Alford Family Forum on
Saturday and Sunday. Interesting
presentations were made by
Christie Alford Baldwin and

Elizabeth Hazlip from Hazlehurst,
MS, Liz Williams from Greenville,
MS, Marian Houk from Falls
Church, VA, and Julius Alford,
AAFA Treasurer and uncle of
Marian, from McComb, MS—all
descendant of James Alford, born
circa 1687 in VA.

Louise Fuller on Saturday evening. Many members contrib-
uted to a worthwhile discussion during the presentation by
Christie and Gii. Louise Fuller’s presentation at dinner on
Saturday evening was a history of “ole Lodwick” in verse,
which you can look forward to reading in the next issue!

Significant matters of business covered in the Raleigh
meeting were as follows:

Changes to Constitution

The Articles of Incorporation (constitution) and bylaws were
changed to make the abbreviation “AAFA” official; re-

(Continued on p. 10)

Our leaders, Gilbert Alford, Jr., AAFA Executive Director
from Florissant, Missouri, and Captain Lodwick Alford,
AAFA President from Sea Island, Georgia.
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Descendants of Hollis Victor and Ethel
(McMillan) Alford of Mississippi: Back, l. to
r—Jay and his mother Jan (Jones) Gattis
from Colonial Heights, VA; Mike Wilson and
‘his parents Jean (Jones) & Chuck Wilson
from Durham, NC; Victor Alford and his
fiancée Denise Renton from Altamonte
Sprints, FL; Front, l. to r—Harold Alford
and his wife Jo (Lewis) Alford, parents of
Victor, from Longwood, FL; Dorothy
“Dottie” (Alford) Jones and her husband
Leon Jones, parents of Jan Gattis and Jean
Wilson, from Colonial Heighis, VA. Harold
and Dottie are children of Hollis Victor and
Ethel Alford.

The buffet dinner on Saturday
night gave everyone an
opportunity to socialize with old
and new friends and catch up on
news with cousins we don't see
very often.

C. Wylie Alford from
Denver, CO, his wife
Charlotte Alford, and
Edythe Tippett from
Zebulon, NC.
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Gil Alford, AAFA Executive
Director, his daughter Mary
(Alford) Tedder from
Lewisville, TX, and his wife
Mary. Gil spent many hours
preparing material for the
presentations at our 3rd
Annual Meeting, and all
attendees will no doubt agree
that his efforts were definitely
worthwhile.

Juanita Alford from Jacksonville, FL, sister-in-law of
AAFA President Lodwick Alford, and Beatrice (Alford)

Parramore from Valdosta, GA, Lodwick's sister.

Pamela (Alford)
Thompson, AAFA
Publications
Editor from
Mountain View,
CA.

One of our
informative slide-
show presentations.







